
- The proposed solar farm will deliver significant benefits through the generation of 

renewable energy for over 1,590 homes and also provides additional opportunities 

for nearby energy users such as the water utility sewage treatment plant and the 

NHS Hospital, assisting the Council in taking urgent action to address the climate 

emergency.

- 6MW of renewable energy will be produced by the solar farm and stored within the 

on site battery storage element allowing for energy to be released at peak demand 

times when most required.

- The proposed solar farm can bring significant ecological benefit through a robust 

biodiversity management plan.

- Comprehensive ecological assessments will be submitted in support of the 

application, with the aspiration to provide enhancement of species, habitats, or other 

assets for a net gain in biodiversity.

- New hedgerow planting is proposed to contain and screen the proposed solar 

arrays from the surroundings.

- The site of the solar farm is not classed as Best and Most Versatile (BMV) 

agricultural land.

What are the benefits
of the Solar Farm?

The UK Government strongly supports the deployment of renewable energy.

National Planning Policy (NPPF paragraph 154) states “When determining 

planning applications for renewable and low carbon development, local 

planning authorities should not require applicants to demonstrate the overall 

need for renewable or low carbon energy and recognise that even small-scale 

projects provide a valuable contribution to cutting greenhouse gas emissions.”

Does planning policy support Solar Farms?

In January 2019, Cornwall 

Council declared a ‘climate 

emergency’ in recognition of 

the need to take urgent 

action in respect of climate 

change.  The Council has set 

out a range of aspirations to 

reduce carbon emissions and 

work toward becoming 

carbon neutral by 2030.

This proposal would help 

address the climate 

emergency and renewable 

energy schemes of this scale 

are now a fundamental part 

of the Government’s strategy.


